How Thin Is the Apple iPhone 17 Air? - Real Thickness and What It Means

The upcoming is shaping up to be the thinnest iPhone ever — and that's more than just marketing hype. Thanks to a
wave of leaks, analyst predictions and early dummy units, we now have a fairly clear picture of how slim it will be. In this
article we breaok down the expected dimensions (both body and with the camera bump), what it means for everyday use,
and some trade-offs you should know about.
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What the leaks say. thickness numbers

Over the past months, multiple respected sources have offered estimates for the iPhone 17 Air's thickness. One of the
most frequently cited figures comes from analyst , who claims the phone’s main body will measure around 5.5
millimetres at its thinnest point — making it considerably slimmer than any previous iPhone.

Other sources, such as a report from, suggest that the phone may land closer to 6.0 mm instead — still extremely thin
by modern smartphone standards. Another publication gives a slightly thicker 6.25 mm estimation — a number derived
from comparing the Air to the current-gen iPhone 16 Pro thickness.

However — and this is key —those measurements refer to the device’s chassis excluding the rear comera housing.
Once you account for the camera bump, reported total thickness rises. According to recent leaks, the rear module
might add around 4.0 mm, bringing the full thickness (at the thickest point) to roughly 2.5 mm.

Why there is a difference between body and total thickness

The main reason is design trade-offs. To achieve a super-slim body, Apple appears to be using an ultra-slim chassis:
the core frame (housing the display, internal components, logic board, etc)) is exceptionally thin — hence the 5.5-6.25
mm numbers. But modern smartphones need substantial comera hardware. Rather than sacrificing comera quality
entirely, Apple reportedly opted for a single camera module with a bulging housing. That housing naturally adds
thickness, so while the device remains thin in hand, the rear end is noticeably thicker. Many of the leaks emphasize this
compromise: slimness + minimal comera setup.

In other words: the iPhone 17 Air isn't uniformly thin from front to back. The front and main frome might feel ultra-slim,
but the rear —where the comera resides — will be thicker. Despite that, the overall profile is still impressive compared
with typical smartphones. Even with the bump, 9.5 mm is on par with many flagship devices today.

How this compares to past iPhones

If the rumored measurements prove accurate, the iPhone 17 Air will easily become the thinnest iPhone Apple has ever
produced. For context:

® The — previously Apple’s thinnest model — measured 6.9 mm.
® The previous-generation iPhones (e.g,, iPhone 16 and 16 Pro) have body thicknesses in the range of ~7.8 mm to
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~8.25 mm.
® Thus, at 5.5-6.25 mm for the body, the 17 Air would be 20-30 % thinner than many current models. And even total
thickness (with bump) would remain competitive with modern smartphones overall.

What this means for real-world use
There are several practical implications of this ultra-thin design:

® Portability & pocketability. A thinner chassis makes the phone easier to slip into pockets and hold comfortably
— especially good for people who dislike bulky phones.

® Lightweight feel. Less volume often means less weight. The iPhone 17 Air is likely to feel lighter than many phones
with similar screen size, which helps with one-handed use and daily carry.

® Aesthetic appeal. Slim phones simply look sleek. A minimalist profile could attract users who prioritize design
aond form over row camera versatility.

® Potential drawbacks: battery and thermal compromises. A thinner chassis leaves less internal volume for
components like battery or cooling. That could mean smaller battery copacity or reduced thermal headroom.
Some leaks already point to a compact battery module for the Air.

® Compromised camera flexibility. Given the slim body, the Air is rumored to rely on a single rear comera. That
means no ultrawide lens, no multi-lens setup — acceptable for casual users, but likely a drawback for
photography enthusiasts.

Why Apple is pursuing ultra-thin design now

The push for a thin form factor comes from a combination of evolving user preferences and advances in internal
component design. Several factors are likely helping Apple make this leap:

® Optimized internal components: Reports suggest Apple’'s custom modem and updated internal architecture
free up space, allowing for reduced thickness without eliminating essential functionality.

® Changing consumer demand: Many users prioritize portability and convenience over maximum camera or
battery capabilities — especially if they don't use advanced photogrophy or heavy-duty workloads. A slim “Air"
model could satisfy that demographic.

® A niche between standard and Pro models: By replacing the traditional “Plus” model with a thin-but-large-screen
“Air," Apple appears to be creating a middle-ground device: large display, simpler setup, and premium feel — but
without the bulk of a Pro Mox.
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Conclusion — Thinness with trade-offs; who the iPhone 17 Air is for

The iPhone 17 Air — if the leoks are accurate — will be a bold design experiment by Apple: sleek, slim, and built with
portability in mind. Its ultro-thin chassis and large display could make it ideal for users who value comfort, one-handed
use and minimalist design over maximal comera versatility or large battery capacity.
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That said, the design comes with trade-offs. A smaller internal volume likely limits battery size and necessitates a

simpler camera setup. Users seeking long-lasting battery life or advanced photography features may find the Air less
appealing compared with Pro-level or standard models.

In short: the iPhone 17 Air may well be the thinnest iPhone in history — and for many users, that could be its strongest

selling point. But if you care more about cameras, battery endurance, or future-proof flexibility, you should carefully
weigh the trade-offs before upgrading.
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